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mw | " Letters of Saint Augustine

g%ﬁwﬁ&m&n es- werel ‘
one would “seize” mi¢ and “throw’” me wherever he ‘wants,

rsif § weren't afraid that somie-

o captum, and fugitum, cupitum, sapitet. ) S g
St Also Idon't know whether these theee words should be
. pronounced with the nexteto-Tast syllable long and with 2

drcamfiex accent, or unaccented and short. -
H&gwengsﬁﬁwgﬁgma&%mﬁsﬁ

rake me some time to read. [ can’t tell you how much plea-

sure I get from reading you. . .

e

24

. Zenobius was an Tealion friend of Augustine, who dedicated his

T . mreatise De Ordine, writren in 386, to him. In this letter the tension
Lo benween the seo-Platonic philosophy @nd Augustine’s love for his

b ends i apparent.

e £ chink we agree that %wmwm out bodily senses come into
U contact with can remain the same, even for a monient. These
-~ things pass away without our noticing; they disappear: their

-7 present being doesa't last. To put it bluntly, they don't exist.

¥ Accordingly, true and divine philosophy urges us to restrain

o our love of them, as this love is destructive and the cause of

" much suffering. Then even while the soul is still ruling this

| body, it can wholly devote itself to what is always the same,

. ‘what doesn’t please us with its merely passing charm.

Although this is so, and although ray mind sees you as you

are, a true and simple being whorm 1 can love without anx-
o ety still | must confess that when you are absent in body and

3 -




